
ready has me appreciating 

the truth our former Chief 

Rabbi, Jonathan Sacks, 

wrote about - that in our 

world of unparalleled con-

nectedness we tend to no 

longer broadcast, we nar-

row cast. It would be so 

incredibly easy for me to 

only follow folk I agree 

with. Social media becomes 

a sounding board simply for 

the echoes of my own mind. 

So, alongside Obama, I’m 

following Trump.  

I tend to fail at Facebook. 

I’m not sure why. But I’ve 

tried several times and 

simply given up.  

Odd, then, to discover that 

I’m enjoying Twitter. I’ve 

just started tweeting, and 

the social media theology is 

churning in my head. It was 

useful to read the URC’s 

guidelines with their vital 

golden rules: nothing is pri-

vate (because even if I think 

it is someone else can share 

or otherwise reuse it); nev-

er use language I wouldn’t 

use face to face; never for-

get that, online, I will be 

seen to represent others 

even when I’m just express-

ing my own opinions (so 

I’m always a URC Minister, 

Principal of Westminster, 

current CTF President, hus-

band, father). 

I wanted to be entirely clear 

about who I am as I set 

Twitter up - real photo and 

honest description. I’m 

struck already at how much 

of the sheer brutality on 

Twitter is anonymous; that 

screen seems to release de-

mons that people want to 

pretend not to be them. 

Twitter has already offered 

me truly evil words. Online 

anonymity doesn’t seem 

like a way to walk in the 

light with Christ. 

I’m following folk and folk 

are following me. That al-

Launched into the Twittersphere 

Welcome Eastern Region Ministry Course! 

It’s wonderful to have ERMC 

safely settled in the brand new 

art studio. Those of us who have 

artistic plans will need to curb 

our enthusiasm just a bit longer - 

hopefully we’ll see things change 

in April. For now, though, it is a 

joy to have another part of the 

Federation established on our 

site and already sharing life at 

Westminster. Our Campus Fo-

rum meets each term and ena-

bles all the different parts of the 

Westminster community of 

communities to do the shared 

planning and building of under-

standing so fundamental to our 

thriving together. I can only 

thank God for the privilege of 

being here at such a transforma-

tive time in Westminster’s histo-

ry.  

Westminster College 

  February, 2017 Number 10 

imagine 
“We cannot live 

in a world that is 

not our own, in a 

world that is in-

terpreted for us 

by others. An in-

terpreted world 

is not a home. 

Part of the terror 

is to take back 

our own listen-

ing, to use our 

own voice, to see 

our own light.” 

Hildegard of Bingen 

(c. 1098-1179) 

 

imagine  

… a regular 

reflection from 

me as I journey 

with you in this 

adventure that 

is our life 

together at 

Westminster. 

Neil 


