
new. Not for nothing is the 

Bible awash with the new. 

From creation out of nothing, 

through Abram’s wanderings, 

into captivity and exodus, on 

again to monarchy and glory 

and then finding faith in the 

seeming oblivion of exile, on 

to the cry of Mary’s newborn 

and the Messiah who dies on a 

cross and empties the tomb.  

As this new academic year 

begins, may you find the love,  

strength and hope you need to 

embrace its newness. 

I remember standing in the 

wilderness of a manse garden 

in the early weeks of one of 

my ministries. The dear 

church member who had come 

with industrial scale 

implements of destruction to 

help clear generations of 

weeds stood beside me sharing 

a beer: “I used to hate new 

things”. It surprised me 

because I had already 

witnessed this member at the 

forefront of new things. “What 

changed?” I wondered. “I 

decided that new things always 

come along and I could either 

fight them or play a part in 

making them good.” It’s stayed 

with me ever since. 

The URC is in a phase of its 

life where, despite our 

youthful 45 years, change is 

everywhere and new things are 

happening. Westminster is only 

a little piece of the mosaic of the 

new that we’re caught up in as 

we share in the URC. Ministers 

across our 13 Synods are having 

to discover new ways to serve 

and new patterns of preaching 

and pastoral care. Elders and Lay 

Preachers who have shared with 

us this summer have all tended 

to speak of new dimensions to 

their calling; of leading funerals 

and weddings regularly as 

ministers become rare.  

Of course, new has another side. 

We can all highlight the endings 

going on. Some new things are 

nightmares hurled upon us. We 

can certainly feel the aching loss 

of the familiar. My faithful 

church member could have 

stayed with the horror of the 

New 

Trust in Crisis   (find it @ www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/uploads) 

What a privilege and delight to 

be invited across to the Woolf 

Institute recently to share with 

some of you in a conversation 

with two of their researchers, 

Drs Jan-Jonathan Bock and Sami 

Everett, about their recently 

published study of how civic 

society responds to such crises as 

terrorist attack and economic 

collapse. They introduced us to 

the notion of the quiet citizen 

who makes a difference by doing 

rather than talking, by acts of 

generosity and kindness that 

tend to go unnoticed and that 

continue long after the initial 

crisis has passed. We talked 

about ways in which so much of 

this resonates with so much of 

what we hope for in building up 

local churches. It was a beautiful 

beginning 

to the sorts 

of sharing 

we’ll do a 

lot of. 
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imagine 
Do not 

be wise 

in words 

be  

wise in 

deeds. 

 
Jewish Proverb 

imagine  

… a regular 

reflection from 

me as I journey 

with you in this 

adventure that 

is our life 

together at 

Westminster. 

Neil 


